
FIFTH GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #3: How We Express Ourselves

Biographies and Memoirs; Poetry and Drama; Myths and Legends

Suggested Duration 6-9 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE5RI4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.

ELAGSE5RI5: Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.

ELAGSE5RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

ELAGSE5RL5: Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

ELAGSE5RL6: Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

ELAGSE5RL7: Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth,
poem).
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ELAGSE5W1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

Essential Questions

Factual—
Who or what is the text about?
What is the setting of the text?
How is the text organized? (chapters, stanzas, acts)

Inferential—
What was the author’s purpose in writing the text?
How does text structure help the reader understand the topic?
How does word choice help the reader understand the topic?

Critical Thinking-
Are there confusing aspects to the text that could be
clarified through better word choice or organization?

Tier 1 Words Conversational Tier 2 Words Transferable Tier 3 Words Domain-specific

ideas, facts, details, story structure, scene, bias, opinion, literal,
figurative

Multiple meaning: act, line, series

stanza, drama, chapter, heading, verse, point of
view

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Instructional Notes

Phonemic Awareness Strategy

Elkonin Boxes are a great multisensory activity to improve
phoneme segmenting abilities. Provide blocks or tokens. Have
students move and say character names from books in this unit as
they separate the tokens into little boxes--Merlin /m/ /er/ /l/ /i/
/n/ and Arthur /ar/ /th/ /er/. Listening to segment phonemes
rather than decode or spell graphemes allows you to use words
that involve letter sounds not already taught.

Vocabulary Strategy

Concept Sort: Create a set of index cards featuring key
vocabulary from this unit along with a picture that
represents the word. Collaboratively sort the words into
categories that align with big ideas in this unit--places, time
periods, heroes, villains.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: Think Pair Share
1. Prepare reader’s theater scripts that have been cut into sections with character names whited out on all but the first section.
2. Have partners work together to:

a. Put the sections in order based on logical flow of actions, dialogue, and settings.
b. Label dialogue with character names based on insights they gain from reading the first section.

3. Once scripts are reconstructed and labeled, provide pairs with an original version of the script and have them self-assess their work based on:
a. What percentage of their reordering and labeling matched the original?
b. What information was most helpful in deciding on a correct order and character designations?
c. Are there any mismatches between their work and the original that would work just as well or better using their ideas? If so, explain why.

Standards:
ELAGSE5RL5: Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.
ELAGSE5RL6: Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: How We Express Ourselves Planner Summative

Standards:
ELAGSE5RI4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.
ELAGSE5RI5: Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.
ELAGSE5RL5: Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.
ELAGSE5RL6: Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.
ELAGSE5RL7: Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description:
1. Have students plan and draft an opinion writing explaining which historical figure they have learned about through biographies in this unit had the most lasting effect on life in

America today.
2. Provide students with the Opinion Checklist to guide their work using any available resources from this unit (books, passages, notes).
3. Use the Opinion Writing Rubric to score their final products.

Standards:
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http://www.teachingheart.net/readerstheater.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aQXuZBVbJe4jTLZCzoWbWDJb8J6TEci8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J1NU34IkTr09qRis3AqzdX1dWtiBaw89/view?usp=sharing


ELAGSE5W1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Considerations

Building Background Knowledge Through The Berger Framework Berger Framework: Tikki Tikki Tembo

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should require
metacognitive strategies.  Process of thinking and building
knowledge is visible in learning.

Adapting an Existing Story
1. Tell students that they have learned enough about the structure

of myths and legends to become authors themselves. Instead of
starting from scratch, they will change one element of a story
from this unit to create an adaptation of their own.

2. Using Tikki Tikki Tembo as an example, brainstorm ways that
changing the setting, a character’s traits, or the central problem
would change the rest of the story. Talk through a Story Map for
one suggestion but do not create an anchor chart for those
changes.

3. Provide students, partners, or small groups with a blank Story
Map for them to plan a story based on a change to one of the
story elements.

4. Once they have completed their Story Map, students should use
it as a plan to write a draft of their adapted story.

Performance Task - students should use both written and verbal
expression to complete the task.

Tikki Tikki Tembo and Why Mosquitoes Buzz People’s Ears are part of a
specific genre called pourquoi tales. Use the guidance from Start With a
Book to explore and create pourquoi tales.

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tcqp1qW1CJMd1n6of-n7CTFAVqjHumI1MzhFk7sUdcE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kvr1_Z80xvCCeCDda9CY6cl8O9DVu9FU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.startwithabook.org/sites/default/files/my-pourquoi-tale.pdf
https://www.startwithabook.org/sites/default/files/my-pourquoi-tale.pdf


Biographies and Memoirs
Famous Friends Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig (This book can be found
in Media Centers and at https://getepic.com
Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Presidential Biographies) (World War II
President)

Poetry and Drama
Poetry Foundation’s Learn landing page
Epic Reader’s Theater Collection

Myths and Legends
Tikki Tikki Tembo - (district provided)
Molly, By Golly  -  (This book can be found in
Media Centers and at https://openlibrary.org/)
Why Mosquitoes Buzz People’s Ears - 770L
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https://getepic.com
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn
https://www.getepic.com/collection/1083298/readers-theater
https://openlibrary.org/

